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After building my first React Native app, //M;;”’

I'm now convinced it’s the future.

Seresshots from i currant varkion of wy apg

After & few weeks of playing araund wirh Reacr Native, T sy came away
with my. fizst seal mobike app. s fuirty simple, but 2t unly Leok me a few
days to build and I had a blast doiny it.

lereated a mobile app for my favorite faod blag, S

The app allows users to search through a database of over 1,000 recipes,
and concisely view the necessary ingredients and directions for each
one.

Lsers can alsn haokmark recipes and easily share them with a friend.

I'm still waiting for permission from the blog ro publish this app, but you
can check out all of the code hiere. Note thar the url for my API has been
stubhed for rhe time heing out of respect for Smirren Kirchen.

React Native isn't going away any

time soon k ‘ )N\ 4 3
A common reservation among developersis that they don’t want to

invest che time ro learn a new rechnology if there’s a strong chance it will W
become obsolete in the near furure. \)u \’)\

Fven from my relarively minimal experience with Reacr Native: I've

fuund 1t to be sn enurmousty powerful wol, T um condidet it will be used
in the years to come.

Facebook, Instagram, and Airbnb all built the latest versions of their \ c“ W
mobile apps using React Native, And here’s a list of the some other

popular apps that were built using it. (QOA, 1 »)u&t bj \

St Mt iz, creator of the podceast Software Engineering Daily, has
talked extensively ahot the React Native plarform. He believes ir will
survive and continue o capture the majority of (e mobile ccosysiem.

He has even speculated that Facebaok may be creating their own maobile
phone, which would be built specifically to support apps made with
React Native.

How React Native is different from other
cross-platform tools

If you'ze new to React Native, it's an open source project started by
Facebook. It allows developers ta build cross-platform mobile apps using
JavaScript, It works very similarly to React, Farebook’s popular
JavaScript library for building single page web applications.

Pve always been skeptical of tools that advertise themselves as cross-

nisrfirm far mohila 411 1nA afran van and nnwith a lnale feel and
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performance that doesn’t quite match the native platform.

React Natve is not like other mobile app development frameworks, such Qd M
as lonic or Coxdova. Those run inside of a web view, ar an “HTMLS app,” ‘

or a “hybrid app.”

You build a high performance mobile app that is indistinguishable from \1& v“ {““t

«

o wha is builr using Swift/Objecrive-C or dova.

That being said, it is still important to understand the intricacies and
differences between platforms. The user experience for Android and i03
are fundamentally different, and you still need to build your app in a way £ \ (

that will feel natural on both platforms.

In addition, if there is ever a feature that you need to add that is not yet t o ( @G&O@(«S

supported by the React Native library, React Native makes it easy to
write, vour owvn Native Module in the cor i >, which

ean then he Jinked ta your React Native endcbase.

How To Get Started
Personally, 1 used this Udemy course ta get started. It served as a nice

refresher of react and redux, and was helpful for getting setup. \
And recently Facebook raleasad Gregie React Nadve App. This tool w E\\\s
[ 4

further simplifies the inibial setap process.

Working my way through the Lderry Courss

If you're already familiar with React, you can probably dive straight into
thed ion. For only $10 , the course is a bargain and
walks you through the process of making four mobile apps as well as
commeon components that you can reuse in future projects.

Udemy dlvo offers @ course coverimg Advanced Resel Natdve Coneepts,
for those already familiar with the platform.

Styling in React Native

-
¢ ot W AN
Sryling in React Native takes some getring used o, React Native heavily a
uses CSS Hexbox, something that 1 was not partcularly comfortable
rd
AWA

Wex

with, even coming from a web background.
Luekily there are already sorme fantastic resourees W fearn about fexbox:

How flexbox wark: lained with big, colorful, animated gifs

Reagt Narive Layout Examples
A fun game ta help you practice: Flexbox Froggy.

After working with React Native for a few weeks, I now have a much
herter understanding of flexhox, which T can apply ra my nexr web

Project. k Q
\(J00 .
The currenc best pracrice is to create a styles object for each companent, - ., ‘\ “ Q/
then apply it via inline-styles. Keep in mind that you are not actually ; \ \
writing C88, so the naming of properties is a little different as well. W

Another key difference is that you cannot use HFML tags in your
Jjavascript, because you are writing code to run on a phone, rather than
in & browsez. Instead, compunenis arc buill with a sel of base level

components provided by the React Native library. I t 6 “
It takes a linte gerting used ta, but before you know it yow'll find yourself ‘{[ML “Qh

accidentally using a ¥iews</Vaew> taginplaceofa <div></dixs in

your next web app.

To get a better feel for how all of this works, tale a peek at the code fora
stmple button component below.

impors React Tro) 'react';
imaoct { StyleSheet, Text, TouchableOpacity } from ‘re
const Button = lprops) = {

censt { buttonStyle, textStyle } = styles;
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After building my flst React Native apg, 'm now convinced #t's the future,

LI
«TouchableOpacity stylez{buttonStyle} onPress:{pro
«Text style={textStyle}.
{props.children}
< Texi>
TauchalIeOpacity
1
H
unnat styles = StyleSheet.oresta({
textStyle: {
alignSelf: ‘'center’,
color: '#6B7794°,
fontSize: 16,
fontWeight: '600°,
paddingtop: 17,
paddingBottom: 1¢
b

hrtranSvle {

Here's the GitHub gist.

Navigation

Navigation is one of the few areas of React Narive where there is not a
consensus on a clear solution.

React Router has become the standard library of chaice for the React

community, but there are a number of libraries floating around in the (m&
React Native community. \A
o0\

Personally I used the React Native Router Flux librarv for my project

which worked just Bine, Bat Tean siu bow you might Tum inie some h “ k
bigger issues on mare complex projects. “e- \Ues

Luckily, React Narive has already developed a massive community. New Q ﬁ l I \00
versions af the project are released every month, so [ am confident that

issues like navigation will be solved over time. c\

Developer Experience Matters

‘The ability to share code between Android and i0S applications is
undoubtedly a draw of React Native, but it is only 2 small part of what
makes the tool 50 incredible.

My favorite part of using React Native is the ability to reload
immediately. 1 have used Android Studio in the past, and commonly had
to deal with 30~60 second build tmes.

4 Tayto, Hot Reloading cnungad wy bfe. Svurce: Fatebook

React Native makes mobile developmesit fun again, and that alone is
enough of a reason to ry it aut fr your nexr praject.

Be Willing To Explore

React Native is a perfect example of what can happen when we apply
ideas that have proven successful in one area of software (web), toa
seemingly separate area (mobile).

As Haseeb Quereshi convincingly argued in his talk on g
rolowan.cnginoers we shauld be converging on coriain pnm![ll(

languages and teols that can be successfully applied universally.

Propositions

Source. TroughtCoe
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‘We should want ta find what really is the optimal solution.

“Keep your identity small”— Paul Graharn

Qfter tmes we hecome overly dogmaniic within a community, which
comes at the cost af gaining important insights from outside
communities.

Go explore other areas.

1f you try out React Native, you'll see just how awesome the resulis can
be.

Thank you so much for taking the rime ourof your day to read my
article.

To read more of my writing on Software Development and Personal
Development, visit taylosmilliman.me.

1f you'd enjoy more detailed articles/murorials about React Native, click
the  below and foed Fee w ledve & comment befow.
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